Covering the project activities from 01/02/2010 to 01/10/2010

Restoration of Raised Bog Habitats in the Especially
Protected Nature Areas of Latvia

* K 5
* .7 %
*l/ *
* *

* 4 *

LIFEO8 NAT/LV/000449

Inception Report

Reporting Date
31/10/2010

Data Project

Project location Latvia
Project start date: 01.02.2010.
Project end date: 31.08.2013.
Total budget €726.714
EC contribution: €545.035
(%) of eligible costs €726.714

Data Beneficiary

Name Beneficiary

University of Latvia

Contact person

Dr. Mara Pakalne

Postal address

Kandavas Street 2, University of Latvia
Botanical Garden, Riga, Latvia, LV-1083

Telephone +371-29511001
Fax: +371-67024420
E-mail mara.pakalne@Iu.lv

Project Website

WWW.purvi.lv




=

Table of contents

List Of @DDreVIAtiONS........ooiiiiieieeee e 3
EXECULIVE SUMIMAIY ...ttt sttt sttt st sbe et e e e nneeneas 3
21 GENETAI PrOGIESS. ..oeiiieiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e erree et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e eesnnrrreeeeeeeas 3
2.2 Assessment as to whether the project objectives amebrk plan are still viable ... 6
2.3 Problems @NCOUNTEIEA. ..........u ettt e e e e e e e e e e eeeas 7
AdMINISEIALIVE PAIT .....eeiieeieceeetieie et e e e e e e e sreetesseesseesesseesseeneesseesseaneens 7
3.1 Description of project ManagemMeNt.............eeeuiiiiiiiieeeseeee e ee e e e e eeeeeans 7
3.2 Organigramme of the project team and the project maagement structure......... 8
3.3 Partnership agreements status (incl. date of signate) and key content............... 8
L= o 010107 U o= USRS 8
4.1 Actions (please follow the structure of your propoal). .......ccocoeeeeiiieiiiiiiie, 9
A. Preparatory actions, elaboration of managemiamspand/or of action plans ........ 9
ACTION AL ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e eeee e e 9
ACTION AL2 ettt et e e e e e e s eeeeeeas 10
AT ION Al e et et e e e e e e e e e e e e nnn b as 10
B. Purchase/lease of land and/or compensation patgrier use rights.................... 11
C. Concrete conservation aCtioNS ..........occccooceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 11
ACTION CLd oottt ettt e e e e e e e e e s e eeeeaeeas 11
D. Public awareness and dissemination of reSultS.............ccccccceeviiiiiiiiiieeeneenn. 11
ACTION DLl sttt e e e e e e e e e e e eeabennsnbaba e eeas 11
ACTION D2ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e eareennnbaba e eeas 12
ACTION D3t s ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeabnennnbaba e e eeas 12
ACTION DLttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e reensnbaba e eeas 13
ACTION Dbttt e e e e e e e e e eeereenanbaba e eeas 13
ACTION D.B...iiiiiiiiiet ettt e e e e e e e e e e s e e s e nanner e e e e e eeeeeas 13
ACTION D.7 ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e nanne e e e e eeeeeas 14
E. Overall project operation and MONItOrNG ......ccccceeeeeeeiieeiieee e 14
ACTION E.L oottt ettt eeee ettt et ettt e et et et e et e et eee e e eren e 14
ACTION E.2 . et 16
ACTION E.3 et e e e e e e et as 17
ACTION B4 et 18
ACTION E.5 et ettt 18
4.2 Availability of appropriate licences and authorisaions ...............ccccccvvvvviiinnnnnne. 18
4.3 Envisaged progress until NEXt rePOM........ccceeeeeeeeeieeeeee e, 19
T =TT = 0 = S 21
5.1 Putting in place of the accounting SYStem. ...cceeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeeee, 21
5.2 Continued availability of co finaNCING. .........ceiviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 21
5.3 (07011 K31 (o 0 =T o F 21
ANNexes 6.1 Partnership agreemMeNtS.......ccvcveieeceesieereere e 23
6.2 DEIIVEIADIES ... 27
6.3 Maps Of the PrOJECE SIEES ......ueeii e eeeeeae s 28
6.4 Output indicators. Definition. ... 33
6.5 Program of the project First Project Seminar, copis of presentations, minutes of
seminar and list Of PArtiCIPANTS ... ... e e 37
6.6 Programs of the Management Plan meetings, copies pfesentations and
especially protected species and habitats in the @ect SiteS ..., 39
6.7 Copies of public tender documentation and agreemesit...........cccceeeeeeveeeieeeeeeeenn. 51
6.8 Programme of the Project Steering Group meeting, ques of presentations,
minutes and list of PartiCiPaANTS ..........ovvvvmmee e, 52
Minutes of the First Steering Group Meeting.............uvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiniininninnriennne.. 53
6.9 Photos from the actiVIties..............oooi oo 54
6.10 Copies from home page, publicity of project and fih scenario................c........... 75
6.11. Detailed information about Study tours and SRINAr...............ceevveevvieiiiieiiinninnniennd 83

Inception report LIFE+ 2



1. List of abbreviations

PSG - Project Steering Group

MPSG — Management plan Steering Group
NPB - Nature Protection Board

NR — Nature Reserve

MP — Management Plan

TD — Technical design

LFN — Latvian Fund for Nature

2. Executive summary

2.1 General progress.

In the Reporting period all the planned projecicas are being realised according to the
Time Schedule. The aim of the project “RestoratbiRaised bog Habitats in the Especially
Protected Nature areas” is to re-establish thevectiised bog habitats (7110%) in the areas
influenced by drainage, restore project site hyaypland to protect the raised bog bird
species of EU importance.
At present all the planned project actions are lei@nd are being realised as planned. From
the 16 project actions, 11 are being currentlyisedl The other actions are planned according
to the Time Schedule. In the reporting periodfti®wing actions are in progress:
1. Elaboration of management plans (Al)
2. Hydro-geological studies for the elaboration ofht@cal designs for building dams
(A2)
3. Organisation of public tender, preparation of agreets and contracts (A3)
4. Organisation of seminars (D1)
5. Creation and updating of the project home page (D2)
6. Elaboration and publishing of information bookletsl boards (D3)
7. Production of a documentary film (D5)
8. Establishment of the raised bog exhibition (D6)
9. Project administration by the University of Latytal)
10.Monitoring the effects of management actions oseibog habitats, bird species and
site hydrology (E2)
11.Cooperation with LIFE+ projects, participation irtudy tours, seminars and
conferences (E3)
In 2010 one of the main project actions is the &tabon of the management plans (Action
Al) and Hydro-geological studies for the elabormatad technical designs for building dams
(Action A2). These actions will allow the realisatiof practical management actions (Action
Cl).
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Name of the Deliverable

Actio

nDeadline

Progress
The first project booklet published in Completed, Inception
Latvian aF;\dJEninsh i D3 May 2010 Repoprt Annex 6..F2)
Home page updated with
Up-to date photographic information aboub2 April 2010 EEE Eﬁiﬂi;grﬁgon abou
the progress of the project Inception Report Aﬁnex
6.10
Home page updated with
Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2 July 2010 :Eg I;toejztcltn;(()::irgﬁgon abou
the progress of the project Inception Report Annex
6.10
Home page updated with
Up-to date photographic information aboub2 October :22 Egzzltn;z:irgﬁgon abou
the progress of the project 2010 Inception Report Aﬁnex
6.10
. I November In Progress, will b?
Raised bog exhibition prepared D6 2010 according to the Time
Schedule
Monitoring Protocols summarised in E2 November :anccpc:?(?i:legstsc’) mg Fl)'(iame
Monitoring Reports 2010 Schedule
Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2 January -
the progress of the project 2011
4 technical designs for the restoration of In progress, will be
active raised bog habitats and hydrology in2 February | completed according to the
Aklais, Melnais Lake, Aizkraukle Mire andA 2011 Time schedule.
Forests and Rozu Mires completed
Management plans for Aizkraukle, Aklais Al March In progress, will be
Mire, Rozu and Melnais Lake Mire 2011 completed according to the
completed Time schedule.
Up-to date photographic information aboub2 April 2011 "
the progress of the project
Up-to date photographic information abou -
the progress of the project IE)Z July 2011
Information booklets about Aizkraukle, | D3 September| -
Aklais Mire, Rozu Melnais Lake Mire 2011
Nature Reserves published
Information boards for Aizkraukle Mire | D3 September| -
and Forests, Rozu Mire, Aklais Mire and 2011
Melnais Lake Mire set up
Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2 October -
the progress of the project 2011
Monitoring Protocols summarised in E2 November | -
Monitoring Reports 2011
Up-to date photographic information aboub2 January -
the progress of the project 2012
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Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2

the progress of the project April 2012

Up-to date photographl_c information aboull_;)2 July 2012 |~

the progress of the project

Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2 October -

the progress of the project 2012

Monitoring Protocols summarised in D2 November | -

Monitoring Reports 2012

One documentary film produced D6 Decembgem progress, will be

2012 completed according to the
Time Schedule
Up-to date photographic information aboub2 January -
the progress of the project 2013
Up-to date photograph[c information aboub2 April 2013 |
the progress of the project
Up-to date photographic information aboull_;)2 August -
the progress of the project 2013
Methodology for the active raised bog | D5 July 2013 | -
restoration published
Monitoring Protocols summarised in D2 July 2013 | -
Monitoring Reports
Layman'’s report published D7 July 2013 -
After-LIFE Conservation Plan prepared E5 July 2013

MILESTONES OF THE PROJECT

Name of the Milestone gggﬁg;;;gg Deadline
action Progress
First project Seminar in organised D1 March 2010 mPleted in March 2010
Inception Report Annex 6.5
Project Steering Committee established E1l Marcl®201 | Completed in March 201(
Inception Report
Information for the web page prepared D2 March 2010 | Completed in April, 2010
Monitoring plots established E2 September 2010 @etad in October, 2010.
Monitoring wells established E2 November 2010 logpess
Second project seminar organised D1 November 2010 prdgress
Third project seminar organised D1 May 2011 -
Fourth project seminar organised D1 September 2011 -
International seminar organised D1 June 2012 -
Final project Seminar organised D1 January 2013 -
Independent audit of the project realised F4 Janz -
Dam building completed in Rozu Mire Cil July 2011 -
Dam building completed in Melnais Lake C1 July 2011 -
Mire
Dam building completed in Aizkraukle C1 October 2011 -
Mire
Dam building completed in Aklais Mire C1l Octoberl20 -
Final acceptance of the built dams from C1 July 2013 -
the sub-contractor
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2.2 Assessment as to whether the project objectives and work plan are
still viable

All the project objectives and the work plan ishlegg the project is realised in accordance

with the Project objectives that are as follows:

e Secure the most favourable conservation statustendestoration for the priority active
raised bog habitat (7110*) of Habitats Directivedamised bog bird species of Birds
Directive.

e Promote and demonstrate good practice for the nesneigt of active raised bog habitats
by holding seminars for various interest groups laosting project web site.

e Demonstrate and share the results of the raisedcbogervation and restoration by
involving local society and stakeholders in thesmmation and management activities as
well as to explain the need for the restoratiomast

e Raise public awareness regionally to influence llanhabitant’s attitude towards the
safeguarding of internationally valuable activesedi bog habitat as well nationally and
internationally through the practical raised bogtoeation works and awareness raising
activities as well as improve the understandinghef current nature conservation issues,
habitats of EU importance and Natura 2000 network.

It is planned that the planned project results bellreached:

e The project will carry out practical restoration nedo address the threats to the active
raised bog habitats (7110*) and bird species a8Directive of the raised bogs.

e The project will bring significant and sustainedprvement in the condition of the active
raised bog habitat (7110*) and site hydrology ia hespecially protected nature areas in
the area of 290 ha, which in turn promote complitagnraised bog restoration work
locally, nationally and internationally.

e The 4 management plans and regulatory documengdlfibre project sites - Melnais Lake
Mire, Aizkraukle Mire and Forests, Aklais Mire afbzu Mire will be elaborated and
approved by the Ministry of Environment of Latvia.

e In the 6 project seminars and project meetingsgibed practice of active raised bog
restoration will be demonstrated; stakeholderspsldhildren, teachers and local public
will be educated about the need of raised bog ra&ste, people involved in practical
active raised bog conservation and restoration.

e The 5 project information booklets, Layman’s regarLatvian and English, Raised bog
exhibition, web page will raise awareness aboutuiieie of active raised bog habitat
(7110*) as well as for the bird species of Birdsrddtive and the need of their
conservation and restoration regionally, nationaftd internationally.

¢ Methodology that is based on the experience oredal®g restoration of the LIFE —
Nature and LIFE+projects in Latvia and other EU countries will bab®rated to
demonstrate the best practice on active raisedhbbiat conservation and restoration.

e It is expected that the project will make a sigraht contribution to the further active
raised bog conservation in Latvia and other EU toes

In the implementation of the project activities ssaciated beneficiaries — Latvian Fund for

Nature, “Foundation ELM MEDIA” and 2 co-financersat include Latvian Environment

Fund that has taken over the co-financing fromNheistry of Environment of Latvia and

Riga Forests Ltd. will participate.

The main conservation issues addressed as follows:
e Negative influence from drainage
e Loss of active raised bog bird species of BirdeBive due to drainage
e Lack of awareness about conservation and restarated of active raised bog habitat
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The Inception Report includes the following chap— Executive Summary, Administrati\
Part, Technical Part, Financial Part {11 Annexes.

2.3 Problems encountered.

There are no serious proble or difficulties encountered or foreseen and thesiplications
for future actions.

Still, not substantional changes are planned irldbation of dams for raising the water le
in the drained areas of the project sias it is revealed by the site study resmade by
project experts (hydrologist, geologist, habitatd arspecies expert) subcontrac
“Meliorprojekts” There is larger drainage influenicare in Rozu Mire, but less in Aizkraul
Mire, as some places araeddy flooded by beavers and very wet habitats leatablishe
there already. Still, the final location of damdlwe determined by February 28, 2011 wil
the technical designs will be compler Changes in the location of dams were plar
according inthe Action A2 that tells the exact location of dawili be determined during tr
elaboration of technical design

Administration of the project takes more time a@npled as a lot of documentation has tc
prepared for the University departmentsll, it does not make substantional delays in
implementation of the project actio

3. Administrative part

3.1 Description of project management

The project Coordinating beneficiary has hired project staff -project manager Mat
Pakalne, project asstant Aivars Slisans, information coordinator gzaBrakmane and fiel
manager Gunars Balodiexclusively for the project implementation and file whole
duration of the project.Project Steering Group was established, projedt staetings are
organsed every week by the project manager to discuspihgress of the project actiol
The coordinating beneficiary has provided facifitiior the project staff in the Botanic
Garden of the University of Latv

The project implementation is supportecministration of the University of Latvia and

various Departments (Fig. ’

Administrative
director.

l Vice i?ectorof Chancellor Director
Science

Botanical Garden Departmentof Department of
Development and Information
Planning technology

Maintenace

LIFE Project staff department

=
=]

Finance and
Accounting Record Keeping
Department Department

Personell
Department

i)

Fig.1. Structure of the University of Lat

Project is coordinated by the Department of Devalept and Planning where all the origi
project documentation is kept. Finie and Accounting Department controls the prc
financial documentation.
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The project manager coordinates the timely exeoutioall the project actions, is a cont
person with the project associated beneficiaried ei-financers. All the planned piect
actions are being realized according to the Tim&e8ale. The project manager |
established contacts with the LIFE projects in Garynand Wales and organised the
study tours.

3.2 Organigramme of the project team and the project management

r T
1
Financial/project Information Management plan
assistant coordinator Field manager. coordiantors
Film producer Field monitors Flnarcla)
consultant

Camera man

Cartographer

ol

i,

3.3 Partnership agreements status (incl. date of signature) and key
content

Agreements have been made with the 2 project agsdcbeneficiarie: Latvian Fund for
Nature for the elaboration of management plansiésigon April 26, 2010) and ELIMEDIA

for shooting a film (signed on May 25, 2010) and thccfinancers (Latvian Environme
Fund/Ministry of Environment) (signed on May 28,120 and Riga Forests” Ltd (date
October 25, 2010)The partnership agreements were prepared in acudath the
Guidelines available at the LIFE website. All tiigeements are added in Annex ¢

4. Technical part

Active raised bog (7110*) is a priority habitat ld&bitats Directive and one of the Europ
most rare and threatened habitats. The aim of toject is to reestablish the active rais:
bog habitats (7110*) in the areas influenced byndge, restore project site hydrology anc
protect the raised bog bird species of EU impoeanithe project includes 4 especie
protected nature areas (NaUReserves) that are also Natura 2000 sites: Melradkie Mire,
Aizkraukle Mire and Forests, Aklais Mire and RozurdAwith the total area of 4843 ha, frc
which 290 ha are degraded areas in critical needestioration as are subjected to
influence fom drainage and peat extracti
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4.1 Actions (please follow the structure of your proposal).

A. Preparatory actions, elaboration of management plans and/or of action
plans

ACTIONA.1

Name of the action: Elaboration of management plans

Time plan: 11 2010 — 111 2011

Progress: Elaboration of the management plans (MP) was starte March, 2010.
Management plans are being prepared by the pragsticiated beneficiary — Latvian Fund
for Nature according to the Latvian legislation tbe 4 project sites — Aizkraukle Mire and
Forests, Aklais Mire, Melnais Lake Mire and RozuréINR. Management Plan Steering
Groups (MPSGyvereorganized by the Nature Protection Board (NPB) tmitor the process
of the elaboration of management plans. Particgpainom Municipalities, Regional
Environmental Boards, NPB, forestry’s, stakeholdggvate landowners, NGOs, other
interested persons or institutions are includedh@ group. Before and after the MPSG
meetings regional mass media was informed aboustiém of elaboration of management
plans. Information is also published in the projeaine page.

To elaborate the MP Introduction meetings were misga in June, 2010 as well as the
meetings of the MPSG in September and October, .2Dt8ft Management plans were
prepared by the management plan coordinators wiie sammarised the information from
the expert reports. Digital maps of the sites with habitats of EU importance are being
prepared.

Draft MP was elaborated by the Latvian Fund foruxatfor all the project sites. They include
maps with habitats of EU importance, maps with fginevisional information about the
planned management and monitoring areas as wilfasation on legislation, evaluation of
biodiversity values, factors influencing the sitelananagement activities.

Each management plan has a management plan cdordimao has summarised all the
information about the project sites, coordinatesoathe experts and edits the plan.
Management plan coordinators are hired as persofi&refore, the management plan
coordinators are hired as personnel for one yeasrking part time) to prepare the
management plan but management plan experts ateactaa as external assistance For the
MP the following experts were hired by the LatviBand for Nature - habitat and plant
species experts, geologist, hydrologist, ornith@ipgnvertebrate expert, expert in mammals,
lake expert, expert in amphibians and cartographer.

Mapping of the habitats in the project sites isaat pf the elaboration of the management
plans. Maps were prepared that include the mapbabitats, location of the management
actions as well as zoning of the project sites.tiAdl habitats of EU importance were mapped,
like active raised bogs (7110%*), bog woodland (99)D8egraded raised bogs still capable of
natural regeneration (7120), transition mires andkqg bogs (7140), depressions on peat
substrates of thRhynchosporioi7150), natural dystrophic lakes and ponds (3160).
Variations/complications/delays: No

Additional information: Annex 6.3. Maps of the Project sites. Annex 6.1&gPammes of
the Management Plan Steering Group meetings, esdlyeprotected species and habitats in
the project sites. Annex 6.9. Photos of the Pragetibns and publicity of the project.
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ACTION A.2

Name of the action: Hydro-geological studies for tl elaboration of technical designs for
building dams

Time plan: 11 2010 — Il 2011

Progress In order to carry out the restoration of the acti@sed bog in the drained parts of
the 4 project sites — Aizkraukle Mire and Forestdais Mire, Melnais Lake Mire and Rozu
Mire Nature Reserves, the hydrological assessnfahecsites was carried out as well as peat
stratigraphical analysis was carried out by a ggeto Impact studies of the change of the
water level are carried out as well as the assedsaoighe possible risk of flooding of the
surrounding area. Technical designs (TD) are ctlyezlaborated by the subcontractor -
“Meliorprojekts” Ltd. according to Latvian legislah that was chosen after the organisation
of public tender by the University of Latvia. Ardge-scale map 1:10000 is used for recording
of all data and the exact humber and location efdams in the project sites. Field studies
needed for the elaboration of TD are completede gtssible implications of management of
the site are evaluated during the preparation airtieal designs (TD) and discussed during
the meetings of MPSG. Aerial photographs and Gl&offeaphical Information Systems) for
the site management as well as historical mapsised. The precise number of dams will be
a part of the technical designs, where also thegr &nd construction type will be stated.

It will be known by February 28, 2011 when the tachl designs have to be completed.
Variations/complications/delays: Detailed field studies carried out by project exper
(hydrologist, geologist, habitat and species ejmestwell as site inventory by subcontractor
State company “Meliorprojekts” show that changegehto be made in the location of the
dams. There is larger drainage influenced are inuRdire, but less in Aizkraukle Mire, as
some places are already flooded by beavers and wetyhabitats have established there
already. Still, the final location of dams will ldetermined by February 28, 2011 when the
technical designs have to be completed.

Additional information: Annex 6.9. Photos from the project activities.

ACTION A3

Name of the action: Organisation of public tenderpreparation of agreements and
contracts

Time plan: | — 11 2010, 1 - 11 2011

Progress University of Latvia has organised 4 public tendmssuch actions: 1) hydro-
geological studies for the elaboration of technardigns for building dams (A2), 2) Renting
of the project cars (E1); 3) Preparation of thejgmbRaised Bog exhibition (D6); Public
tender for printing of booklets was organised févole the University of Latvia and there was
no need to organise a separate for the project Aesult of public tender, technical designs
for building of dams are currently made by StatenPany “Meliorprojekts”, Raised Bog
exhibition is prepared by photo society “Foto klubgre”. Project booklet was printed in
printing house “Latgales druka” and “Auto 26” Lfdr renting of cars.

For public tenders Terms of Reference were prepesathining a set of requirements needed
for the actions, also methods and resources asasdihe final result was identified. After
receiving of the proposals they were evaluated lbpli® Tender Commission of the
University of Latvia. After tenders agreements wprepared and signed with the selected
organisation. Agreements were made and signedth&lproject associate beneficiaries and
co-financers.

Variations/complications/delays: No

Additional information: Annex 6.7. Copies of public tender documentasiod agreements
with subcontractors.
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B. Purchase/lease of land and/or compensation payments for use rights
NON APPLICABLE

C. Concrete conservation actions

ACTION C.1

Name of the action: Re-establishing the active ragsl bog habitats and natural raised

bog hydrology

Time span: |1 2011 - 11l 2013

Progress:No

This actions will be started after the managemdamgpfor the project sites are elaborated
under Action Al as well as technical designs preghday the subcontractor “Meliorprojekts”
under Action A2, public tender organised by the wémsity of Latvia and a subcontractor
chosen for building of dams on the drainage ditcliteis planned that all the dams will be
built in 2011 according to the Time Schedule.

Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: No

D. Public awareness and dissemination of results

LIFE+ and Natura 2000 logo was used in printing st Project information booklet. It
has a reference to Natura 2000. Acknowledgemeritlk& + programme support was
given.

ACTION D.1

Name of the action: Organisation of seminars

Time span: I, IV 2010, II-11l 2011, I-11, 2012,

Progress: In total, 6 seminars are planned during the ptofén March 30, 2010 the First
project seminar was organised in Viesite Town Mipality for the stakeholders of the
project sites, local Municipalities, Nature ProiestBoard, representatives from regional
environmental boards and project associated beaedéis and co-financers.

The aim of the First project seminar was to infaout the start of the project, its objectives
and planned activities as well as to establishamsatbetween all the stakeholders who will be
involved in the various project activities. Seminveais organised in co-operation with the
stakeholders that provide facilities for the semrsna Viesite Town.

The First project seminar was attended by the ptgj@keholders - Riga Forests, Joint-Stock
Company “Latvian State Forests”, Municipalities,tid@ Protection Board, representatives
from regional environmental boards and project @issed beneficiaries and co-financers. In
total, there were 26 participants.

Next seminar is planned in November 2010 under titbhe “The value of raised bog
conservation” and during it the raised bog exhoitwill be opened, the preparation for the
seminar has started. Other 4 seminars are planr2@flil and 2012.
Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: Annex 6.5. Programme of the First project semicapjes of the
presentations, minutes and list of participantaéx6.10. Copies from the home page and
publicity of the project. Annex 6.9. Photos frone broject activities.
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ACTION D.2

Name of the action: Creation and updating of the poject home page

Time span: |1 2010 — Il 2013

Progress Home page, especially for the project, was esthbl (www.purvi.lv) and started

to run on April 2010. All the project informatioroth in Latvian and English is published
together with photos: information about currenicats of the project, Project Steering Group
meeting and the Management Plan actions (SteerirmupsMeetings, field work and
management plan meetings), study tours, particdpati conferences. Also project leaflet and
information about public awareness is publishethexnhome page, as well as progress of the
project actions one by one is described. Therdsts the information about the project sites,
nature values. Photos for the project actions dde@ The home page is regularly updated
with the information about project activities, pb®tof the project actions, habitats and
species of EU Importance. Home page of the projectiudes LIFE logo and
acknowledgement for the support of LIFE. The homagepof the project is administrated
(information and updating) by Public Awareness Coator.

Digital camera was purchased in order to providéodgate photographic information about
the progress of the project. Camera is also usecefmrting needs (Action E1) as well as for
the monitoring in the project sites (Action E2).

Variations/complications/delays: The home page was planned as a part of home gage o
University of Latvia but was decided that all infeation about the project will be lost in the
huge amount of information given in the home pafj@&mversity of Latvia. Home page is
linked with Botanical Garden of University of Lasviand Latvian Fund for Nature home
pages.

Additional information: Annex 6.10. Copies from the project home page.

ACTIOND.3

Name of the action: Elaboration and publishing of mformation booklets and boards

Time span: | 2010, I-1vV 2011

Progress The first booklet about the project was prepared printed in May, 2010 (2000
copies) in Latvian and English and consists of imfation about the project aims, activities,
planned actions, nature values and general infeomabout the project territories.

The booklet was distributed to the project partnstakeholders, and local inhabitants of the
projects sites and regional environmental boardanduthe nature management plan
meetings, other national meetings and projectsmational visits (Germany, Wales, Slovakia
and Poland). The booklet includes both LIFE &ladura2000 logos, acknowledgement to the
LIFE+ financial support, logos of the University batvia, associated beneficiaries and co-
financiers. Environmentally friendly material wased for the booklet. The booklet was
prepared by the Public Awareness Coordinator, desigpy a specialist and produced by a
printing house. The booklet is published in projeaine page. Four booklets and information
boards about the project sites will be prepareer dfte management plans will be prepared in
2011.

Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: Annex 6.2. Deliverables. The First project bobkle
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ACTION D.4

Name of the action: Elaboration of Methodology foractive raised bog restoration in
Latvia

Time span: 1l 2011- 11l 2013

Progress:No

Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: No

ACTION D.5

Name of the action: Production of a documentary fih

Time span: | 2010- IV 2012

Progress The project Documentary film is produced by theoagsate beneficiary “ELM
MEDIA”. It is planned that the film will create theisual material that will illustrate the
project activities and allow a wider audience tarfeabout the raised bog habitats in the
project sites as well as cover different projedtams. During the reporting period the main
activities of ELM MEDIA were focused on filming olfie project sites and preparation of the
draft script of the project film. In order to reathis goal the director together with the
scriptwriter, cinematographer and sound enginesvetled to project sites — Rozu Mire,
Aklais Mire, Aizkraule Mire and Forests and Melndiake Mire several times. The team
gathered information on the site (from local intabis) as well as filmed the project
territories and recorded nature sounds to be usdbte editing process. Depending on the
purpose of each trip (research, filming or filmswind recording) the team travelled in
different combinations — on some occasions thectiiretravelled together with sound
engineer but on other trips — together with cin@geatpher and scriptwriter. On several
occasions the filming team also joined the expeftgthe University of Latvia and Latvian
Fund for Nature during their expeditions to projeites. The scriptwriter and director
together with the cinematographer also worked areldping the visual style for the film.

The outcomes of the reporting period are draft agenas well as filmed material about
project territories in different seasons. Accordiaghe agreement with ELM MEDIA filmed
material demonstrated to the project staff andpih@ned content of the film discussed. In
addition to that, equipment necessary for filmingd astoring the filmed material was
purchased. The expected duration of the wholei8I80 minutes.
Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: Annex 6.9. Photos from the project activities.

ACTION D.6

Name of the action: Establishment of the Raised Bogxhibition

Time span: 11 2011 — 111 2013

Progress Raised bog exhibition is currently being prepdrgdhe subcontractor “Ogres
fotoklubs” who was selected after the organisatibpublic tender by the University of
Latvia. For this purpose 12 transportable infororatboards are prepared. Photos for the
exhibition are selected. The Raised bog exhibivdhbe opened in November/December,
2010 when the second project seminar will be ogghin Viesite Municipality. After that it
will be displayed in Daudzese school, University atvia, Botanical Garden.
Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: No
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ACTION D.7

Name of the action: Elaboration and printing of Layman’s Report
Time span: Il -1V 2012 —111 2013

Progress:No

Variations/complications/delays No

Additional information: No

E. Overall project operation and monitoring

The project is beingrealised in cooperation with the project stakehadeassociat
beneficiaries and cbrancers (Fig. 1

Coordinating beneficiary

University of Latvia
|
l Project associated beneficiaries l Project co-financers |
/ =

l Latvian Fund for Nature Ministry of Environment/
) Latvian Environment Fund

l ELM MEDIA | l Riga Forests

Figure 1. Project structure and coordina

ACTION E.1
Name of the action:Project administration by the University of Latvia

Time span: | 2010 -1l 2013
| ) L]
l Financial/project | l Information
assistant coordinator
L]
l Film producer Field monitors lFinancia|consultant
f

Management plan

Field manager coordiantors.

]

Cameraman Cartographer

[-I_

Figure 2. Structure of project administrat
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Progress: The project team consists of the project managejegt assistant, information
coordinator and field manager (Figure 2). Projeanhager(part-time contractMara Pakalne
coordinates the overall project performance (Actil), smoothly and timely execution of
project actions, controls and monitors the wholgjgat and teamwork. Project manager has
organised 2 study tours, cooperation with the othEE+ projects in Latvia and in other EU
countries (Action E3), coordinates the monitorrignanagement actions (action E2).

Project assistant/financial assistépart-time contract) Aivars Slisans keeps the aont® of
the project and prepares financial reports forpitogect management documentation, prepares
documentation for public tenders, prepare agreesnghdtions E1, A3), participate in the
organisation of seminars (Action D1), Study toukstion E3), prepares financial reports for
the European Commission. Information (public awassh coordinato(part-time contract)
Daiga Brakmaneparticipates in the organisation of seminars (ActtiDl), prepares
information for the home page in Latvian and Erigliaction D2), is responsible for sending
information letters about seminars and meetinggarises correspondence with project
partners, stakeholders and Ministry of Environmesganises meetings of the Steering
Group, as well as provide feedback from the pastnerganises study tours (Action ES3).
Experience in organisation of public awarenessoastis required. Field managgrart-time
contract) Gunars Balodis works in the field andtipgrates in the field work concerning the
elaboration of technical designs.

Management plan coordinatofShort-term contract) are subcontracted by the eptoj
associated beneficiary - Latvian Fund for Naturbeyl have prepared Draft management
plans for the project sites that were discussethatSteering Group meetings, as well as
participated also in the field work and collectedadon species and habitats that is needed for
management plans, as well as have take part imtetings of Management plan Steering
Group meetings and in the discussions about theagement plan actions in the project sites
(Action Al). Field monitors (2jare subcontracted by the University of Latvia (spe and
habitat expert, hydrologist) to monitor the changésaised bog restoration in the project
sites. _Cartographef the Latvian Fund for Natufeas preparethe maps for the management
plans, (Action Al).

The project coordinating staff is based in Rigahat Botanical Garden of the University of
Latvia. For the project needs two 4x4 wheel drigesavere rented after the public tender was
organised by the University of Latvia. The carsevierased (including insurance) as external
assistance for the actions related to the sitésvikiring the elaboration of management plans
and restoration activities. For the successful mameent of the project, office equipment (4
laptop computers, computer programmes, a printeleovprojector, digital photo camera)
were bought.

The Project Steering group was established. Theri8teGroup includes representatives from
the project stakeholders - Riga Forests, JointciStocompany “Latvian State Forests”,
Ministry of the Environment, local Municipalitie®yature Protection Board and Regional
Environment Protection boards, project associatedeficiaries. Information about the
Steering Group meeting was published on the horge pathe Project.

On August 18, 2010in Olaine Art and History Museum the first meetiofjthe project
Steering Group was held. In total, 21 participaatseended the meeting, representing
stakeholders, project associated beneficiariesinemcers and project experts. The meeting
of the project Steering Group was opened by Vijga8trom the Ministry of Environment,
Department of Nature Protection.

At the start of the meeting the project manageravRakalne informed about the results in
LIFE project — field studies at the project sitegdy trip to the LIFE project areas in
Germany (Lower Saxony and Bavaria) and participatio the symposium of the
International Mire Conservation Group in Slovakiad&oland, as well as planned activities
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of the project. Aija Blina — a project hydrologist told about the hydrolagistudies in the
project sites and the planned management activitiesising of water level in the drained
areas of the project sites. Latvian Fund for Natuas represented by Valda Bangamiwho is
the coordinator for Melnais Lake Mire and AizkraelkMire and Forests Nature Reserve
Management Plans. She informed that field studieallithe project sites are completed and
management plan coordinators are summarizing irdbam for the MP. Project Information
Coordinator Daiga Brakmane informed about the hpagge of the project as well about the
booklet and presented further public activitiestfog project: seminars, exhibition, booklets,
information boards and book. Representatives frayanBation “ELM MEDIA” Kaspars
Goba and leva Ubele presented the ideas for prbject- shooting of the film is going on,
film scenario is elaborated with innovative teclahisolutions, even using a digital camera
with macro filming. Project assistant Aivars Slisamformed about the project financial
situation — project income and expenditure is aamdd in the project.
Variations/complications/delays: Latvian Fund for Nature has decided not to himmiee
habitat expert as all the management plan coowlimdtave an experience is elaborations of
management plans for the areas including raised.bog

Additional information: Annex 6.8. Programme of the First Project Stee@ngup meeting,
copies of the presentations, minutes and list ofiggpants. Annex 6.9. Photos from the
project activities and project publicity.

ACTION E.2

Name of the action: Monitoring the effects of managment actions on raised bog

habitats, bird species and site hydrology

Time span: |1 2010 — Il 2013.

Progress: Field studies, habitat and hydrological monitoringre started in all the project
sites - Melnais Lake Mire, Aklais Mire, AizkraukMire and Forests and Rozu Mire Nature
Reserves. The monitoring experts have evaluatedrdired and intact areas the project sites
and have set up the monitoring plots in the arelasrevmanagement actions will be carried
out (near ditches and in the peat fields in Melnaike Mire Nature Reserve) as well as in
natural areas of the raised bogs to compare btdbtiand degraded habitats. In total 21 plots
in the diameter of 4 m were set up in Rozu Mire,jr2@izkraukle Mire, 40 in Aklais Mire
and 52 in Melnais Lake Mire Nature Reserve. The sizthe monitoring plots has a diameter
of 4m2 or 1m2. In the monitoring plots, water lemeéasurement is carried out. Plant species
composition and percentage cover was evaluatedtadii@hanges are monitored using on-site
photographs taken in order to compare the stateabftats before and after management.
Observation points for habitat and ground wateellemeasurements are marked by GPS.
Monitoring results are revealed in the MonitoringptBcols and later will be summarised in
reports. Monitoring indicators are as follows -gndwater level in the project sites, plant
species in the monitoring plots, bird species ia ginoject sites, peat chemical properties.
Sources of verification include - raise of grountevatable after building of dams on the
drainage ditches, re-establishmenSphagnunspecies in the drainage ditches, re-appearance
of typical active raised bog species in the degigu®ject areas, occurrence of raised bog
bird species in the open active raised bog arehs. Monitoring Methodology for Mire
Habitats was applied in the project sites. Curgettie field data about the habitats in the
project sites is summarised in the monitoring prote. Also the set up groundwater wells
was started and will be completed in November, 20%at analysis was carried out by the
geologist to understand the effects of bog restorapeat composition.
Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: Annex 6.9. Photos from the project activities.
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ACTIONE.3

Name of the action: Cooperation with LIFE+ projects participation in study tours,
seminars and conferences

Time span: II- IV-2010, II- IV-2011, Il - IV 2012.

Progress: In March 2-3, 201@he project manager Mara Pakalne and assistantABigsans
participated in the kick-off meeting for LIFEO8 peots in Tallinn. The meeting has given
valuable information about technical and finanaisphects of LIFE + projects.

In the Report period two Study tours were organisEdom June 6-18, 201ibe first study
tour was to Germany to see the results of the praji=EOSNAT/D/000053 “Rosenheimer
master basin bogs”. Ralf Strohwasser, the mandgdeqroject introduced the project team
with the raised bog area where the water level sugsessfully raised by building dams 70-
100 long. Raised bog habitat restoration has stahere — bog hummocks and hollows are
developing. To show the bog values near the Babhlbah in Sterntaler Filze a board walk
was built there. The project team went also to Lo@a&xony, in Wiefelstede, Stapeler Moor
where under the guidance of Heinrich Belting armhl@xperts the project team was taken to
the peatlands where the bog restoration was stadgady a decade ago. This milled area is
surrounded by natural raised bog vegetation whécin¢luded in a protected nature area.
Suzanne Belting in GrolRen Torfmoores near Lubbetke, manager of LIFE project
"Regeneration des GrolRen Torfmoores" guided tadbmred areas of the raised bog. In the
study tour the whole LIFE project core team pgpated: project manager Mara Pakalne,
field manager Gunars Balodis, project assistantaiivSlisans and public awareness
coordinator Daiga Brakmane.

From September®ito 7 2010the LIFE project team was on study tour in Wategét to
know the experience of EC LIFE 07NAT/UK/000948 ) “Anglesey and Lleyn Fens -
Restoring Alkaline and Calcareous Fens within tlees@dd Mon a Llyn (Anglesey & lleyn
Fens) Special Areas of Conservation in Wales” afiELO6NAT/UK/000134 “Restoring
Active Blanket Bog in the Berwyn and Migneint SdchAreas of Conservation in Wales”
Mr. Les Colley who works for Countryside Councif fd/ales guided to the sites of the EC
LIFE project “Anglesey and Lleyn Fens - Restoringaine and Calcareous Fens within the
Corsydd Mon a Llyn (Anglesey & lleyn Fens) Spedakas of Conservation in Wales” and
introduced with the restoration work carried outAinglessey and Llyn fens. The EC LIFE
project manager Mike Morris and his team working tfee LIFE project “Restoring Active
Blanket Bog in the Berwyn and Migneint Special Ared Conservation in Wales” showed
the project sites around Lake Vyrnwy and blankegsbavhere bog restoration has been
carried out since 2007. The area near Penan wasigited where excavator was currently
building dams on the drainage ditches. In the stody trip all the project team participated:
Project manager Mara Pakalne, project assistardrai8lisans, field manager Gunars Balodis
and Public awareness coordinator Daiga Brakmane.

From September™7to 9", 2010the Project manager Mara Pakalne and assistargrsiv
Slisans participated in Aberystwyth and Corsa Fockeminar which was dedicated to the
Welsh raised bog protection and management. Wogksvess organized by the specialists
from Countryside Council for Wales. It included bgiresentation and field visits to the
raised bog where with the discussions on wetlandagement and hydrological observation
methodology were continued.

During the Study tours the project manager andrgpihg@ject staff members told about the
first project results and the planned activitiesvadl as distributed the first project booklet.
From July 5-18, 201Ghe project manager Mara Pakalne participatedhm field trip
symposium and a conference of the InternationakMionservation Group in Poland and
Slovakia. Presentation about the LIFE project wasrgby Mara Pakalne under the title “EC
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LIFE project: Restoration of Raised Bog Habitatshie Especially Protected Nature Areas of
Latvia”. The project booklet was distributed at tomference.

From September 31to 22, 2010the Welsh colleagues from the EC LIFE project ‘@889
Active Blanket Bog in the Berwyn Migneint and S@@chreas of Conservation (SACs) in
Wales* visited the LIFE project sites in Latvia waeaised bog restoration was carried out —
the area of LIFE project “Conservation of wetlandsKemeri National Park” (guided by
Janis Kuze, project manager). During the proje@ thstoration of mire habitats and
hydrology was carried out both in the peat fields & the areas influenced the drainage
ditches, Cena Mire — the site of EC the LIFE prbj&estoration of Raised Bog Habitats in
the Especially Protected Nature Areas of LatviadieTEC LIFE project manager Dr. Mara
Pakalne introduced with the experience of bog ratt;m and monitoring in Cena Mire
Nature Reserve, Engure Lake Nature Park where HEE Lproject “Implementation of
management plan for Lake Engure Nature Park” wasieda out. The visit of the
representatives from the Welsh LIFE project waseatgpossibility to discuss the raised bog
restoration results in Latvia and compare them witse in the Welsh LIFE sites.
Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: Annex 6.1. Partnership agreememsinex 6.9. Photos of the
project activities. Annex 11. Detailed informatiabout the study tours and the seminar.

ACTION E.4

Name of the action: Independent audit of the projec

Time span: II-111 2013

Progress Independent audit for financial statements ofghsgect will be performed during
preparation of the Final report. The auditor wibt ronly verify the accounts with the respect
of national legislation and accounting rules bull w&iso certify that all costs incurred do
respect the LIFE+ Common Provisions.

Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: No

ACTION E.5

Name of the action: Elaboration of After-LIFE Consevation Plan
Time span: 1I-111 2013

Progress No

Variations/complications/delays:No

Additional information: No

4.2 Availability of appropriate licences and authorisations
No
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4.3 Envisaged progress until next report.

Tasks/ 2010 2011 2012 2013
Activities
1T |2T|3T|4T 1T | 2T 3T | 4T lTl 2T| 3T| 4T lTl 2T| 3TI 47
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
(6] 0
Overall project schedule Proposed 01.02.10. Mid-Term 31.08.1:
[ [ 1
X g X X {1 X=Progress repotr
Actual |@D L J
Action A1 Proposed ([l W Il H [ H @ N B
Actual | I
Action A2 Proposed @l i .l. h N E
Actual # |
Action A3 Proposed |l h | CE |
Actual |
Action C1 Proposed i.............-l
Actual |
Action D1 Proposedl W H |H HE HHE | | B E
Actual |
Action D2 Proposed_-.I-'.-..I...I.!!..|
Actual #I | | | |
Action D3 Propose(’ q h ‘ H (H * |
Actual [ ] | | |
Action D4 Proposed i..-.........lll
Actual
Action D5 Proposed ([l i H H EEF N EENEEENEEERER
Actual | | | [ ] |
Action D6 Proposed EEsEENEEEEEEEEEEN
Actual == | | |
Action D7 Proposed EREEENN
Actual
Action E1 Proposed|/ll  H EHEE N EENEEENER | 1N |
Actual | EE— |
Action E2 poposed/ I MM B m A Emnnennnn 1]
Actual | I |
Action E3 Proposed * .l L |. ENEE TN
Actual  I—
Action E4 Proposed H B
Actual
Action E5 Proposed i
Actual | |

Action Al (Elaboration of management plans)In December, 2010 the second management
plan Steering Group meetings for all the projetasswill be organised. Until March 31, 2011
all the management plans of the project sites kéllcompleted by the Latvian Fund for
Nature and handed to the Ministry of Environmentatvia and the Nature Protection Board
Action A2 (Hydro-geological studies for the elabortion of technical designs for building

of dams) Until February 28, 2011 the technical designs Fer project sites for building of
dams on the drainage ditches will be completed.
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Action A3 (Organisation of public tender, preparation of agreements and contractsin
April, 2011 the public tender for building of daras the drainage ditches will be organised
by the Coordinating beneficiary — University of iat

Action C1 (Re-establishing of active raised bog habitatsraatdral raised bog hydrology).

It is planned that the dams in the project sitds v built according to the Time Schedule —
until July 2011 in Rozu and Melnais Lake Mire amatiluOctober 2011 in Aizkraukle and
Aklais Mires.

Action D1 (Organisation of seminars)in November/December, 2010 the second project
seminar under the title of “The value of Raised Bogservation” is planned. The project
associated beneficiary will prepare and demonstiasbort 5 minute film about the project
sites, management actions and nature values. Isettend seminar will be the opening of the
Raised Bog exhibition that will include with 12 ammation boards with photos of the project
sites, species and habitats of EU importance. Iy,MA11 the third seminar under the title
“Education of teachers on conservation and restorateed of the active raised bog habitats”
is planned but in September 2011 the fourth semumader the title “Education of
schoolchildren on raised bog values”.

Action D2 (Creation and updating of the project hone page)Project home page will be
regularly updated with the recent information abdle project actions, photos of the
activities will be added.

Action D3 (Elaboration and publishing of informatidbooklets and boards) After the
elaboration of management plans the informatiorkles will be published about the project
sites as well as information boards set in Akl&szu, Melnais Lake and Aizkraukle Mire
and Forests Nature Reserves.

Action D5 (Production of a documentary film) Until November, 2010 to make a short (5
minutes) clip about the project that can be use@ @somotional material for the project
during different informational events as well dmfng some research activities indoor during
the winter period.

Action D6 (Establishment of Raised bog exhibition)t will be completed in November,
2010 and the opening of this exhibition will bete second seminar of the project.

Action E1 (Project administration by the University of Latvia) Project manager and the
team will continue to realise the planned projedtioms. The next Project Steering Group
meeting is planned in February/March 2011.

Action E2 (Monitoring the effects of management aadbns on raised bog habitats, bird
and site hydrology The field monitoring data will be summarised in tMonitoring
Protocols until November, 2010 and all the groungwenonitoring wells set up in the project
sites.

Action E3 (Cooperation with LIFE+ projects, participation in study tours, seminars and
conferences)

From April 6-9, 2011 it is planned to participate the 28" workshop of the European
Vegetation survey in Rome, Italy with the presdntatibout the results of the project actions
under the title “Restoration of habitat restoratioh.atvia LIFE project “Raised bogs”.

From June 20-24, 2011 it is planned to particigatéhe 54" IAVS Symposium in Lyon,
France. The special theme is “Vegetation in andralaovater: pattern, processes and threats.”
The symposium topics include such that are impoftarthe project realisation. It is planned
to give a presentation about the LIFE project ttssul
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6.3 Maps of the project sites
Maps of the location of the project sites
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6.5 Program of the project First Project Seminar, copies of
presentations, minutes of seminar and list of participants

LATVIJAS
UNIVERSITATE

ANNO 1919

LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Haklats in the Especially Protectec
Nature Areas in Latvia”.

N

Programme
Viesite Municipality, Smilsu Street 2, Vies
March 29, 2010

10.30 Arrival

11.00. — 11.15 Introduction to the project “ Restoration of Raised Bog Habitats in the
Especially Protected Nature Areas in Latvia” Mara Pakalne, projectanager Universit
of Latvia

11.15- 12.00Documentary Film “Life in the Mire” produced by ELM MEDI/

12.00 —12.30lnformation about the LIFE project “ Restoration of Raised Bog Habitat:
in the Especially Protected Nature Areas in Latvia’ Mara Pakalne, project manager
University of Latvia

12.30.- 12.50Discussion information from the stakeholders and projectrpeax

12.50. Closing of the seminar

Contact information:

University of Latvia, Botanical Garden, Kandavaegt 2, Riga, Latvia, L-1983.
Projecta manager: Mara Pakalnanail: mara.pakalne@Iu./yphone mob.: 29511001.
Information coordinator: Daiga Brakman+mail: daiga.brakmane @Iu.Jyphone: 2645450
Project assistant: Aivars Slisansmail: aivars.slisans@lu.l\phone: 26765031.

Field manager: Gunars Balodispeil: gunars.balodis@Iu.lv
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Minutes of the First Project seminar

On March 28, 2010the First Project Seminar was held in Viesite Mipdlity. The aim of
the was to introduce the project stakeholders,c@asobeneficiaries, co-financers, inhabitants
of the project areas with the new LIFE project aignin conservation and management of the
habitat of EU importance — active raised bog asl vael with the LIFE+ programme.
Experience from other LIFE projects that have besmied out in Latvia was discussed. Also
a film made by Foundation “ELM MEDIA” was shown thaas prepared already 4 movies
about LIFE projects in Latvia.

The First Project Seminar was attended by the septatives from the project stakeholders -
Riga Forests, Joint-Stock Company “Latvian Statee§ts”, Municipalities, Ministry of the
Environment of Latvia, Nature Protection Board,ioegl environmental boards and project
associated beneficiaries and co-financers. In @fgbersons participated in the First Project
Seminar.

At the beginning of seminar the project managerNDara Pakalne introduced the participants
of the seminar with the LIFE+ Programme and theB_fffoject “Restoration of Raised Bog
Habitats in the Especially Protected Nature AredésLatvia” financed by EC LIFE+
Programme. After the first presentation a film gifin the Mire” was shown made by
Foundation ELM MEDIA.

The second presentation of the project manager Makalne was devoted to the planned
activities of the LIFE Project. Afterwards the proj public awareness coordinator Daiga
Brakmane told about the project activities devdtegublic awareness and dissemination of
results. Then everyone was invited to watch a fjlthe Story of Bogs” made by ELM
Foundation MEDIA.

The seminar ended with the discussion part. VijaaBisom the Ministry of Enviroment, Juris

Jatnieks, the director Teici Nature Reserve Adnmai®n (Nature Protection Board) and

Inese Vitola from Viesite Municipality wished theofect luck and encouraged to prepare
more projects like this.

The First project seminar was a good possibilitythe project stakeholders and co-financers
to meet with each other and the experts from tlgept associate beneficiary — Latvian Fund
for Nature who prepares management plans for all4thproject sites and establish good
contacts needed for the successful further codperat

Inception report LIFE+ 38



6.6 Programs of the Management Plan meetings, copies of
presentations and especially protected species and habitats in the

project sites

. LATVIJAS
- UNIVERSITATE

ANNO 1919

Programme
of Information meeting about the start of elaboraton of management plan
for Melnais Lake Nature Reserve

June 3, 2010
Olaines Museum of Art and History
Zemgale Street 33, Olaine

H
2 fords

(af\/ij as >,

10.00 — 10.050pening of the meetingValda Baronina, coordinator of the management
plan, Latvian Fund for Nature.

10.05 — 10.30 Overview about the actions of the LIFE project,Restoration of
Raised Bog Habitats in the Especially Protected Nate Areas in
Latvia”. Mara Pakalne, project manager, University of Latvia

10.30 — 10.45The order of the elaboration of management plandgnese Priede,
Nature Protection Board

10.45 — 11.15Elaboration of the management plan for Melnais L&e Nature
ReserveValda Baronina, coordinator of the management glatyian
Fund for Nature.

11.15 — 11.45Actual questions and problems concerning the nate reserve.
Discussion.

Contact information: V. Baronina phone: 67830993;
e-mail: valda.baronia@Idf.lv; home pagenvww.|df.lv
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LATVIJAS
UNIVERSITATE

ANNO 1919

LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Halats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”.

Programme
of Information meeting about the start of elaboraton of management plan
for Aizkraukle Mire and Forests Nature Reserve

May 26, 2010
Aizkraukle District Municipality
Kalna Street 20, Aizkraukle

11.00 — 11.050pening of the meetingValda Baronina, coordinator of the management
plan, Latvian Fund for Nature.

11.05 — 11.300verview about the actions of the LIFE project Restoration of
Raised Bog Habitats in the Especially Protected Nate Areas in
Latvia”. Mara Pakalne, project manager, University of Latvia

11.30 — 11.45The order of the elaboration of management plandgnese Priede,
Nature Protection Board

11.45 — 12.15Elaboration of management plan for Aizkraukle Mire and Forests”
Valda Baronina, coordinator of the management flatyian Fund for
Nature.

12.15 — 12.45Actual questions and problems concerning the nate reserve.
Discussion.

Contact information: V. Baronina phone: 67830993;
e-mail: valda.baronina@|df.tvhome pagenvww.|df.lv
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LIFE O8NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Haliats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”.

Programme
of Information meeting about the start of elaboraton of management plan
in Rozu Mire Nature Reserve

June 21, 2010. 11.00 o'clock
Skolas Street, 2, Sala Municipality

o]
5 fonds

)

11.00 — 11.050pening of the meetingGundega Freimane, coordinator of the
management plan, Latvian Fund for Nature.

11.05 — 11.300verview about the actions of the LIFE project Restoration of
Raised Bog Habitats in the Especially Protected Nate Areas in
Latvia”. Mara Pakalne, project manager, University of Latvia
11.30 — 11.45The order of the elaboration of management plan¥/ija Kreile,
Nature Protection Board

11.45 — 12.15Elaboration of management plan for Rozu Mire Natue Reserve.
Gundega Freimane, coordinator of the management p¢dvian Fund for
Nature.

12.15 — 12.45Actual questions and problems, discussion

Contact information: Gundega Freimane, coordinatdhe management plan, Latvian
Fund for Nature.

Phone: 67830993; mob. 26525560
E-mail: gundega freimane@gmail.comvww.|df.lv

Inception report LIFE+ 41



LATVIJAS
UNIVERSITATE

ANNO 1919

I_— —‘
| e

* *

v
M‘R‘:
NATURA 2000

LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Halats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”.

Programme
of Information meeting about the start of elaboraton of management plan
in Aklais Mire Nature Reserve

June 21, 2010. 15.00 o’clock
Daudzese Municipality

[@(‘Vﬁj a5V

%
@Wﬁ

11.00 — 11.050pening of the meetingJanis Reihmanis, coordinator of the management
plan, Latvian Fund for Nature.

11.05 - 11.300verview about the actions of the LIFE project Restoration of
Raised Bog Habitats in the Especially Protected Nate Areas in
Latvia”. Mara Pakalne, project manager, University of Latvia
11.30 — 11.45The order of the elaboration of management plans/ija Kreile,
Nature Protection Board

11.45 — 12.15Elaboration of management plan for Aklais Mire Ndure Reserve.
Janis Reihmanis, coordinator of the management pktwian Fund for
Nature.

12.15 — 12.45Actual questions and problems, discussion

Contact information: Janis Reihmanis, coordinatdhe management plan, Latvian Fund
for Nature.

Phone : 29451116
E-mail: Janis.reihmanis@!Idf.lv
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. LATVIJAS
' UNIVERSITATE

ANNO 1919

NATURA 2000

LIFE O8NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Haliats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”

Programme
of the first Management plan Steering Group for Rom Mire Nature
Reserve management plan

September 17, 2010. 11.00 o’clock
Sala Municipality, Skolas Street 2

Management plan is elaborated by Latvian Fund for Nature

11.00 Opening of the meetingAlda Pupila, Nature Protection boards, Teici Nature
Reserve Administration

ol
5 fonds

)

11. 10. Information about the progress of the eladration of the management plan
for Rozu Mire Nature reserve. Gundega Freimane, coatalirof the management plan,
Latvian Fund for Nature

Information about the site

Nature values in the site — summary from expeld freork
Short-term and long-term aims of the protectiothef nature reserve
The main management actions

Other questions

11. 50 Discussion
12. 15. Visit to Rozu Mire Nature Reserve, the aeewhere dam building is planned.

Contact information: Gundega Freimane, Coordinator of the managemant phtvian
Fund for Nature.

Phone: 67830993; mob. 26525560
E-mail: gundega freimane@gmail.com; www.Idf.lv

Inception report LIFE+ 43



. LATVIJAS
' UNIVERSITATE
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NATURA 2000

LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Haliats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”

Programme
of the first Management plan Steering Group for Mehais Lake Reserve
management plan

October 4, 2010. 10.30 o’clock
Olaine Museum of History and Art, Olaine

Management plan is elaborated by Latvian Fund for Nature

(@(\/ij a5V

%
@m

10.30. Opening of the meeting.

10. 40 Information about the progress of the elaboration othe management plan for
Melnais Lake Management Plan Valda Baronina, coordinator of the management,pla
Latvian Fund for Nature

General information about the site

Nature values in the site — summary from expeld freork
Short-term and long-term aims of the protectiothef nature reserve
The main management actions

Other questions

Contact information: V. Baronina t. 6783099@jda.baronina@|df.hawww.Idf.lv
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NATURA 2000

LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Halats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”

Programme
of the first Management plan Steering Group for Aikraukle Mire and
Forests management plan

October 14, 2010. 10.30 o'clock
Aizkraukle Municipality
Kalna Street 20, Aizkraukle

Management plan is elaborated by Latvian Fund for Nature

W

10.30. Opening of the meetinglanis Krumins. Nature Protection board. Gauja Matio
Park administration.
10. 4Q Information about the progress of the elaboration othe management plan for

Aizkraukle Mire and Forests Management Plan Valda Baronina, coordinator of the
management plan, Latvian Fund for Nature

o]
5 fonds

o

General information about the site

Nature values in the site — summary from expeld freork
Short-term and long-term aims of the protectiothef nature reserve
The main management actions

Other questions

Contact information: Valda Baronina Coordinator of the management,dlatvian
Fund for Nature, phone: 6783099&jda.baronina@Idf.,wwww.Idf.lv
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' UNIVERSITATE

NATURA 2000

ANNO 1919

LIFE O8NAT/LV/000449 Restoration of Raised Bog Haliats in the Especially Protected
Nature Areas in Latvia”

Programme
of the first Management plan Steering Group for Akkis Mire Nature
Reserve management plan

October 14, 2010. 15.00 o’clock

Daudzeva Schoool

Management plan is elaborated by Latvian Fund for Nature

14.00 Opening of the meetingAlda Pupila, Nature Protection boards, Teici Nature
Reserve Administration

ol
5 fonds

)

14. 10. Information about the progress of the eladration of the management plan
for Aklais Mire Nature reserve. Janis Reihmanis, cowttir of the management plan,
Latvian Fund for Nature

Information about the site
Nature values in the site — summary from expeld freork

Short-term and long-term aims of the protectiothef nature reserve
The main management actions

15.00 Discussion

Contact information: Janis Reihmanis, Coordinator of the management p&tvian
Fund for Nature.

Inception report LIFE+ 46



Especially protected species of Latvia and of EU iportance in Melnais Lake Nature
Reserve

Especially protected species Bird’s
Latvia as Annexes of Habitats Directive | Directive
Species group Regulations
Regulations Nr.|  Nr. 45 of
396 of Cabinet| Cabinet of
of Ministers Ministers Il \Y% \% I
\Vascular plants
1 2
Birds
15 5 17
Invertebrates
2 2
Amphibians
1 2
Mammals
3 2 2 1
Total
21 5 4 4 3 17
Especially protected habitats of Latvia and of EUmportance in
Melnais Lake Nature Reserve
Nr. Habitats of Habitats
Biotopa nosaukums Directive
Annex 1 Area (ha)
1. [Dystrophic lakes
3160 18,4
2. |Intact raised bogs
7110* 125,1
3. |Degraded raised bogs still capable
of natural regeneration
7120 82,7
4. |Transition mires and quacking bogs
7140 3,7
5. |Boreal Forest
9010* 51
6. |Bog woodland
91D0* 31,3
Total 266,3
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Rare and especially protected lichen, bryophyre angtascular plant species in
Aizkraukle Mire Nature Reserve

Species name

Especially
protected plant
species of
Latvia

Species for
which micro-
reserves can b

established

Species —
specialists of key

forest habitats (1)

and indicator
species

Species of
Habitats

Directive II,
IVand V-

Fomitopsis rosea

1

Rhodotus palmatus

Lobaria pulmonaria

Pertusaria pertusa

Thelotrema lepadinum

Anastrophyllum hellerianum

Barbilophozia attenuata

Bazzania trilobata

Dicranum viride

Geocalyx graveolens

> > 2| > (> > (> 2> >

Jamesoniella autumnalis

Jungermannia leiantha

Lejeunea cavifolia

> >

X [ X

Leucobryum glaucum

Metzgeria furcata

Neckera complanata

Neckera pennata

Odontoschisma denudatum

Plagiothecium latebricola

>(>]|

X | X

Scapania apiculata

Scapania irrigua

Schistostega pennata

Allium ursinum

>|>|

[ I VI N P N N N I Y N I R R N R R RN A

Androsace filiformis

Botrychium virginianum

Carex disperma

|

Carex paupercula

Corallorhiza trifida

N

Dactylorhiza baltica

Dactylorhiza fuchsii

Dactylorhiza incarnata

Dactylorhiza maculata

Dactylorhiza russowii

Dentaria bulbifera

Epipogium aphyllum

R

Euonymus verrucosa

Festuca altissima

|

Gladiolus imbricatus

Glyceria lithuanica

[N

Hammarbya paludosa

Huperzia selago

Lycopodium annotinum

Malaxis monophyllos

Platanthera bifolia

Platanthera chlorantha

Poa remota

Salix myrtilloides

(> >|> > W w > > > > > > > > > D> > > > > >
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Number of especially protected species of Latvia @EU importance in Aizkraukle Mire
and Forests Nature Reserve

Annexes of
Annexes of Habitats Birds
Especially protected species of Latvia Directive Directive
Species group |Regulations
of the Cabinet of Regulations
Ministers of the Cabinet of
Nr. 396 Ministers Nr 45 Il [\ V |
VVascular plants
23 12 2
Bryophytes
10 7 1 1
Lichens
1 1
Fungi
2 2
Bird species
17 8 21
Invertebrates
14 2 2 2 1
Amphibians
2
Mammals
8 3 4 1
[Total 75 32 6 8 6 21

Rare and especially protected lichen, bryophyre angascular plant species in
Aizkraukle Mire Nature Reserve

Species name Especially Species for Species — Species of
protected which micro- specialists of key | Habitats
plant species | reserves can be| forest habitats (1) | Directive II, IV
of Latvia established and indicator and V-
species of key | Annexes of the
forest habitats Directive
Fomitopsis rosea A X 1 -
Rhodotus palmatus A X - -
Lobaria pulmonaria A - 1 -
Pertusaria pertusa A - 2 -
Thelotrema lepadinum A X 1 -
Anastrophyllum hellerianum A X 1 -
Barbilophozia attenuata A - 1 -
Bazzania trilobata A X 1 -
Dicranum viride A - 1 I, v
Geocalyx graveolens A X 1 -
Jamesoniella autumnalis - - 2 -
Jungermannia leiantha A X 1 -
Lejeunea cavifolia A X 1 -
Leucobryum glaucum - - 2 V
Metzgeria furcata - - 1 -
Neckera complanata - - 2 -
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Neckera pennata

Odontoschisma denudatum

>(>]|

Plagiothecium latebricola

X | X

Scapania apiculata

Scapania irrigua

Schistostega pennata

Allium ursinum

Androsace filiformis

VRN R R RPN
1

Botrychium virginianum

Carex disperma

Carex paupercula

Corallorhiza trifida

Dactylorhiza baltica

XXX X[ [ X

N [
1

Dactylorhiza fuchsii

Dactylorhiza incarnata

Dactylorhiza maculata

Dactylorhiza russowii

Dentaria bulbifera

Epipogium aphyllum

EUOI’lmeS Vverrucosa

Festuca altissima

Gladiolus imbricatus

Glyceria lithuanica

Hammarbya paludosa

XXX [ XXX ]

IS R ==

Huperzia selago

I
ol
<

Lycopodium annotinum

Malaxis monophyllos

Platanthera bifolia

Platanthera chlorantha

Poa remota

Salix myrtilloides

pdpdb b divslivedn bbb db b b db b b db b b db b b REb2 b

Especially protected mammal species of Latvia and EU importancein AklaisMire Nature Reserve

Annexes of
Species name Habitats Especially protected species of Latvia

No Directive
1 | Neomys fodiens
2 | Eptesicus nilssonii +
3 | Castor fiber HD I1;IV
4 | Lepus timidus +
5 | Lynx lynx HD IV +
6 | Canis lupus HD I,IV;V +
7 | Lutra lutra HD IV +
g8 | Martes martes HD V +
9 | Mustela putorius +
10 | Mustela erminea
11 | Pipistrellus nathusii
12 | Pipistrellus pipistrellus
13 | Plecotus auritus
14 | Mustela putorius
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6.8 Programme of the Project Steering Group meeting, copies of
presentations, minutes and list of participants

-4 LATVIJAS
A= ! UNIVERSITATE

NATURA 2000 ANNO 1919
LIFE 08 NAT/LV/0 00449 ECLIFE project
.,Restoration of Raised Bog Habitats in the Especié} protected Nature Areas of Latvia

Project Steering Group meeting
August 19, 2010
Olaine Museum of Art and History Zemgale Street@l&ine
Programme
10.30 Arrival

11.00 - 11.20Mara Pakalne. University of Latvia, project manaOverview about th
results of the LIFE project ,Restoration of Raidgdg Habitats in the Especially Protect
Nature Areas of Latvia”

11.20 - 11.4Q\ija Delina. University of Latvia, Faculty of (ography and Earth Scienct
hydrologist.Hydrological studies in the project sites and raatto the management actio

11.40 - 12.00/alda Baronina. Latvian Fund for Nature, coordimatbthe management plan
The current results of the managemeians

12.00 - 12.20Daiga Brakmane. University of Latvia, Project infa@tion coordinator. Proje
public relation activities.

12.20 - 12.4Kaspars Goba. ELM MEDIAInformation par the progress of film shooti

12.40 - 12.4%Aivars Slisans. Universityf Latvia, project assistan@verview about th
project finances.

12.45Discussion

Project coordinator: University of Lat\
Codinancers: Ministry of Environment of Latvia/ Laan Nature Protection Fund, Riga Forests
Project partners: Latvian Furfidr Nature and ELM MEDIA

)35 Latvijas
id
W VIDES r‘ MINISTRIJA 0 gllzgasrdzmas

YTANISKAILS
DARZS LVAF| fonds

#RIGAS MEZI /t ® E I- M ®
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Minutes of the First Steering Group Meeting

On August 19th, 201t Olaine Museum of History and Art the first megtof the project
Steering Group of the EC LIFE project 08 LIFE NAV/D00449 “Restoration of Raised Bog
Habitats in the Especially Protected Nature Arddsatvia” was held.

In total 21 participant attended the meeting, repnéing stakeholders, project associated
beneficiaries, co-financers and project experte Mieeting of the project Steering Group was
opened by the chair of the Project Steering Grou@ Busa from the Ministry of
Environment of Latvia, Department of Nature Pratect

At the start of the meeting the project managerNDara Pakalne informed with the results of
the EC LIFE project "Restoration of Raised Bog Hiaisiin the Especially Protected Nature
Areas of Latvia" — field studies in the projectesit study tour to the LIFE project areas in
Germany (Lower Saxony and Bavaria) and participatio the Symposium of the
International Mire Conservation Group in Slovakrad&oland, as well as planned activities
of the project.

Aija Delina — a project hydrologist told about ttnedrological studies in the project sites and
the planned management activities — raising of mlates| in the drained areas of the project
sites.

Latvian Fund for Nature was represented by ValdaoBiaa who is the Coordinator of
Melnais Lake Mire and Aizkraukle Mire and Forestatide Management Plans. She
informed that field studies in all the project sitare completed and management plan
coordinators are summarizing information from tieédfexperts for the management plans.

Project Information Coordinator Daiga Brakmane infed about the project public

awareness actions, like, seminars, home page oprbject as well about the booklet and
presented further public activities for the projesgminars, Raised Bog exhibition, booklets
about the project sites, information boards andndéblogy for Raised Bog Conservation and
Management.

Representatives from Foundation ELM MEDIA — produkaspars Goba and assistant leva
Ubele presented the ideas for project film — shiptf the film is going on, film scenario is
elaborated, innovative technical solutions evemgisa digital camera macro filming are
planned.

Project Finance Assistant Aivars Slisans informédua the project financial situation —
project incomes and expenditures are as planngtiproject.

At the closing of the meeting V.Busa was interesteknow about the future meetings of the
Steering Group. Project Manager M.Pakalne infortied the Steering Group Meetings are
planned every 6 months during the project and ialso possible to attend other project
activities, such as seminars and Management P&eriB Group Meetings.
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6.9 Photos from the activities
Al Elaboration of management plans

@ Alval

Informative meeting for "Aizkraukle Mires and
Forest" management plan- 26.05.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

il 'WHIH\W

Informative meeting for "Aizkraukle Mires and
Forest" management plan - 26.05.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

o s
Informative meeting "Aizkraukle Mires and Forest
26.05.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

" Informative meeting "Aizkraukle Mires and Forest
26.05.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Melnais Lake Mire" -

03.06.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

© Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Melnais Lake Mire" -

03.06.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans
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Informative meeting "Melnais Lake Mire" -
03.06.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Melnais Lake Mire" -
03.06.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Rozu Mire" - 21.06.2010.

Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Rozu Mire" - 21.06.2010.

Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informaive meeting "Rozu Mire" - 21.06.2010.

Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informatlve meetlnq "Rozu ere -21.06.2010.

Photo: Aivars Slisans
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© Aivars Sl

Inforrhe meeting "Aklais Mire" 21.06.20:1.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

© Aivars S

Informative meeting "Aklais Mire" - 21.06.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

li$ans

© Aiv;

| Informative meetin "Aklaisir" - 21.06.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Informative meeting "Aklais Mire" - 21.06.2010.

Photo: Aivars Slisans

First Management Plan Steering Group meetin
"Rozu Mire" - 17.09.2010. Photo: Mara Pakalne

g First Managemnt Plan Sfééring Group meetin

D

(@]

"Rozu Mire" - 17.09.2010. Photo: Mara Pakalne
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First Steering Group meeting "Rozu Mire" -
17.09.2010. Photo: Mara Pakalne

First Steering Group meeting in "Rozu Mire" -
17.09.2010. Photo: Mara Pakalne

” Baronina

Raised og habitats iizkraukle Mire and Forests
Photo: Valda Baronina

P
W el

© Mara Pakalne

Raised bog island iAizkraukle Mire and Forests

Photo: Mara Pakalne

® Mara Pakalne

Raised " oI inizkraukle Mire and Forests
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Raised bog pools iAizkraukle Mire and Forests
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Raised bog pools iAki Mi

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Sphagnum cuspidatum a bog hollow of Aklais Mire

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Schistostega pennata Aklais Mire — rare bryophyte
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Aklais Mire Nature Reserve, experts in the site.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Melnais Lake MireNature Reserve.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

1 © Mara Pa 5
Y b} v o) © Mara Pakalne

0ol A ) [ h
Melnais Lake MireNature Re
Photo: Mara Pakalne

serve.
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® Mara Pakalnes

Melnais Lake MireNature Reserve.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Raised bog habitats Rozu Mire
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Raised bog habitats Rozu Mire
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Raised bog pools iRozu Mire
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Raised bog habitats Rozu Mire
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne
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unde Freimane, Coordinator of Rozu Mire
Management Plan. Photo: Mara Pakalne

2 LIFEDB NAT/LV/D00449

/
Valda Baronlna Coordmator of Melnais Lake Mir
and Aizkraukle Mires Management Plans.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Janié Reihmanis, Coodinator of Aklais Mire

Management Plans. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Ruta Sniedze, species and habitat expert
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Edmunds Racinskis, ornithologist.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Aivars Petrins, ornithologist.
Photo: Aivars Slisans
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Dr.biol. Voldemars Spunis, invertebrate special
Photo: Valda Baronina

st

Dr.geogr. Laimdota Kalnina, geologist.

- = A
- R 5 ER

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Dr.geol. Aija Delina, hydrologist.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Field work in Aklais Mire.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© LIFEOB NAT/LV/000449

Field work in Aklais Mire.
Photo: Aivars Slisans
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A2 Hydro-geological studies for the elaboration ofechnical designs for building dams

E08)|

Drainage ditch in Airaukle Mire.
Photo: Valda Baronina

rainag ditch in Aizkraukle Mire.
Photo: Valda Baronina

© Mara-Pakalne

Drainage ditch in Aizkraukle Mire.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Drainage ditc and peat fields in Aizkraukle Mire
and Forests Nature Reserve. Photo: Mara Pakalne

valda Baronina

Drainage ditches in Melnais Lake Mire.
Photo: Valda Baronina

eilds in Mlnais Lake Mire ate Reserve.

"
g
o T
L

9 Valda Baronina

Photo: Valda Baronina
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Al d Ll .
Melnais Lake Mire Nature Reserve.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

iy
rel

elnais Lke Mire Natre Reserve.

8 e L) = © Valda Baronina

Photo: Valda Baronina

Drainage ditch in Rozu Mire.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

o

o Draige ditch in Rozu Mire.

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Draige ditch in Rozu Mire Nature Reserve.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Draine ditch in Rozu Mire Nat

<
ure Reserve.
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Drainage ditch in Aklais Mire.
Photo: Aivs Slisans
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Drainage ditch in Aklais Mire.

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Drainage ditch in Aklis Mir. |
ne

Drainage ditch in Aklais Mire. |

Photo: Mara Pakalne

Discussions about the planned location of dan
Photo: Aivars Slisans

nsDiscussions about the planned location of dam:
Melnais Lake Mire. Photo: Mara Pakalne
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D1 Organisation of seminars

rticipants of thé&irst p}bieé seminar —
29.03.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

First seminar — 29.03.2018.project manager
Mara Pakalne telling about the project.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

First seminar — 29.03.2016.Vija Busa from the
Ministry of Enviroment. Photo: Aivars Slisans

First seminar — 29.03.20190.Viesite Town local
representative Inese Vitola. Photo: Aivars Slisg

NS

First seminar — 29.03.2019.Nature Protection

First seminar — 29.03.2018.discussion after the

Board, Teici Nature Reserve administration Juris formal part.

Jatnieks. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Photo: Aivars Slisans
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D5 Production of a documentary film

Kaspars Goba, film producer.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

leva Ubele, film assistant.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Filming Nature Management Plan meeting.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

LIFE project from Wales visiting Latvia 21.-
22.09.2010. — filming the visit. Photo: Mara Palal

| Lele Goba |
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Filming an expert working.
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Dr.biol. Mara Pakale, project manager Aivars Slisans, project assistant
Photo: Aldis Vite Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Gunaalodis, field manager. Daiga Brakmane, information coordinator.
Photo: Aivars Slisans Photo: Aivars Slisans

Rolands Ratfelders visits the project team. Project team together in Germany.
Photo: Aivars Slisans
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First Project Steering Group Meeting - 19.08.26G4Q

& Aiva

. First Project Steering Group Meeting - 19.08.2040.

participants and project manager Mara Pakalne
speaking. Photo: Aivars Slisans

chair of the meeting Vija Busa. Photo: Aivars Sisa

1

First Project Steering Group Meeting - 19.08.20640

3 Aivars Slisal

® Aivars Slisans
f e, ET—

. First Project Steering Group Me

Dr.geol. Aija Delina explaining raised bog hydrojog
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Valda Baronina telling about nature managemer
plans. Photo: Aivars Slisans

eting - 19.08.20640.

it

iSan:

.08.20640

i

19

o
First Project Steering Group Meeting -

all

. First Project Steering Group Meeting - 19.08.20340.

participants. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Aivars Slisans presenting finances of the projec

[.

Photo: Mara Pakalne
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E2 Monitoring the effects of management actions oraised bog habitats, bird species

and site hydrology

BryophyteSphagnum magellanicum he
monitoring plots. Photo: Mara Pakalne

Establishing monitoring plots in Melnais Lake Mir
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Monitoring habitats in Melnais Lake Mire.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

SundewDrosera rotundifoliain the monitoring plot.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Shgu spcies in te monitoring plot.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

The monitored habitats in Melnais Lake Mire. Phq
Mara Pakalne
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E3 Cooperation with LIFE+ projects, participation in study tours, seminars and

conferences

Study tour trip to Germany 06.-18.06.2010.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

Experience exchange trip to Germany 06.-
18.06.2010. Photo: Aivars Slisans

Study tour trip to Germany 06.-18.06.2010.

Building dams in the Bavarian LIFE project.
Photo: Aivars Slisans

The restored bog area in Bavarian Raised bog.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

The restored bog area in Bavarian LIFE project.
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Field Symposium of the International Mire Field Symposium of the International Mire

Conservation Group in Slovakia and Poland 05/- Conservation Group in Slovakia and Poland 05
17.07.2010. 17.07.2010Photo: Mara Pakalne

Field Svmpoium of te Intational Mire Field Symposium of the Iternational Mire
Conservation Group in Slovakia and Poland 05|- Conservation Group in Slovakia and Poland 05

17.07.2010Photo: Mara Pakalne 17.07.2010Photo: Mara Pakalne

Utricularia vulgaris - Field Symposium of the Gladiolus palustren Slovakian mires Field
International Mire Conservation Group in Slovakja Symposium of the International Mire Conservation
and Poland 05.-17.07.201Photo: Mara Pakalne Group 05.-17.07.201®hoto: Mara Pakalne
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© Mdra Pakalne

Experience exchange trip to Wales 01.-09.09.20
Photo: Mara Pakalne

10.

: , S e s
Restored bog into Wales 01.-09.09.2010.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Blanket bogs in Wales
Photo: Mara Pakalne

© Mara Pakalne

Erica tetralixin the bogs in Wales
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Rt

Discussions about site hydrological monitoring

equipment — loggers in Wales. Photo: Mara Paka

\Ine

Building of dams in the blanket bogs Wal

ara Pakalne

es 01.-
09.09.2010Photo: Mara Pakalne
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Warh Pakaine

LIFE project team in the blanket bogs Wales 01.-
09.09.2010Photo: Mara Pakalne

Project team and Welsh LIFE prje team
Photo: Mara Pakalne

LIFE projet from Wales visiting Ltvia, Kemeri
National Park. Photo: Mara Pakalne

LIFE project from Wales visiting Latvia visiting
Cena Mire. Photo: Mara Pakalne

LIFE project from Wales visiting Latvia 21.-
22.09.2010. — visiting Cena Mire.
Photo: Mara Pakalne

Ll'i_:E rct r Is siti atvia 2 -
22.09.2010. — visiting Engure Lake Nature Parl
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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LIFE project from Wales visiting Latvia 21.-
22.09.2010. — visiting Raganu Mire
Photo: Mara Pakalne

LI prOJt rom Wales iit| Latvia 21.-
22.09.2010. - visiting Engure Lake Nature Park
Photo: Mara Pakalne
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EC Project LIFE OBNAT/LV/000449 , Restor ation of Raised Bog Habitatsin
the Especially Protected Nature Areas of Latvia”

EK Projekta, Augsta purva biotopu atjaunoSanaipaS aizsargajamas dabas teritorijas Latvija
(.LIFE 08NAT/LV/000449)

Scenario of the documentary film of the project with the English summary
dokumentalas filmas scenarijs

VERSIJA 1.0

Julijs 2010
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Summary

The documentary film will include the following thnes:

= Characteristics of the nature values in the prggges with the stress to the habitats of
EU importance - active raised bogs in the 4 ptoggeas — in raised bogs near
Aizkraukle, Aklais Mire in Aizkraukle District an®Rozu Mire in Jekabpils District
and Melnais Lake Mire in Olaine District, includimgacro shooting of different plant
and animal species with the expert comments;

= Cultural and historical characteristics of the Bebjarea including stories about
historical development of the area, life storieshaf local people and memories about
the changes during the last decades, stories hewatbed bogs have been influenced
by human activities and what these changes givéhéolocal people and what
influence does it leave to the mire (hunting, bgricking, peat extraction, etc.)

= Project activities will be covered in the documentilm (raised bog habitat studies,
elaboration of management plans, setting up ofriné&dion boards, building of dams
on the drainage ditches, etc.

IEVADS

Viena no Eiropas Komisijas LIFE-Daba projekta ,Atigpurvu biotopu atjaunoSanpasi
aizsargjamaps dabas teritodg” aktivitatem ir dokumenilas filmas veidoSana, kuraseriis

ir paradit plagikam skattaju lokam gan projekta teritoriju dabas Btibas, gan aizsaigamo
biotopu atjaunoSanas aktities, kas tikgstenotas projekta laik EsoSais sceénja variants ir
izstradats balstoties uz pieredzi, ko filmas autori ir g8ivMeidojot filmas par citu Eiropas
Komisijas LIFE-Daba projektistenoSana (,Dabas aizsaitozs phina izstede Engures ezera
dabas parkam” un ,Purvu biotopu aizsabds pinaistenoSana Lat\f).

STRUKTURA UN VIZU ALAIS STILS

lepriekEja pieredze ada, ka meginot viers filma aptvert dazdas projekta teritorijas (jgoasi,

ja tas atrodas sadzinosi &ilu viena no otras) un visas projekta akttas, filmas skatajiiem
rodasloti fragmendrs ieskats par projekta aktizigm, teritoriju atraSads viem un kogjo
projekta aktiviiSu ietekmi. kdz ar to filmas autori ir pigmusi Emumu veidot vienu izarstu
filmu par vienu no projekta teritofin, pie tam filmas dafbu neaprobezojot tikai ar dabas
lieguma teritoriju, bet idlaujot ar apkirteso&s teritorijas un to ietekmi uz projekta teritoriju
un otadi.

Izverstagp filmas versi planots ietvert sekojoSasmnas:

= Konkrétas teritorijas biotopu raksturojums (flora un fawra ekspertu komeat par
dabas ertibam un to saglaisanu);

= Teritorijas kultirvésturiskais raksturojums ietverotastus par teritorijas asturisko
attistibu, vie€jo iedavotaju dzivessiistus un atmias par purvu rmainam laika gais
un shstus par to, X purvs tiek izmantots unaklu labumu katra na aktivitatém dod
vietgjiem iedavotajiem un kadu ietekmi & atstj uz purvu (metbas, ogoSana,ikiras
ieguve u.c.);
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» Projekta aktivilites (biotopu apsekoSana, dabas aiz3badzpinu izstade, stendu
uzstdiSana, dambjuitvéSana u.c.).

Sobid tiek veikta padiinata izgete, lai pimemtu Emumu, kui no projekta teritorm ir
pieejams visplakais €mu klasts un attiewi, par kuru noam batu ies@jams veidot izersto
filmas versiju.

Papildus tam tiks sagatavotafilmas-siZeti par katru noaggjam projekta teritorgm, kuias
galvenais uzsvars tiks likts uz teritoriju floras taunas atainojumu un #ajstenotagm
projekta aktiviitem. Sobfd sce@rija uzmetumi ir sagatavotisfilmam visam projekta
teritorijam (skait nakamap sadéa).

Visam isfilmam bas vienots vizalais stils — purvu floras un faunas un projektaivétdsu
atainojums msies ar projekta darbinieku un citu projkésaisito ekspertu astjumu un
diktora tekstu. Savudikt, filmas iz\erstap versip paredzts izmantot diktora tekstu to
kombirgjot ar intervigm ar vietjiem iedavotajiem un projekta darbiniekiem. legp robezs
filmas tiks izmantoti ariva materli, bet dazdu puna notiekoSo procesu akbSanai
skattajam saprotam veida tiks izmantotas videografikasaka filmas autori jau ir veidojusi
vairakas filmas par purvu tematiku (,Daba puna” (2008), ,Pieci sisti par dabu: gsts par
purviem (2009)), esoSo vizlo risinajumu klasts ir ticis plasi izmantots.itlz ar to projekta
dokumentlaja filma ir paredzts izmantot jaunus vialos risirsjumus — zeradens kadrus,
filméSanu no Kina un citus — kas dotu skajiem iesggju vérot purvu no @l nebijusa skatu
punkta.

ISFILMU T EMAS
RoZu purvs

Dabas liegums ,,RoZu purvs”
dibinats 1987. gaslun ir noZmiga
teritorija augsto purvu un purvainu
aizsardmai, kua konstagti arn ES :
Biotopu direkivas biotopi - ieplakas |
purvos un melnalkg staigrji. :
Isfilma planots paidit dazidos
biotopus, t&j skait atklata purva
teritorijas, ki af tajos d2vojosSos
putnus, mitajus un reis
bezmugurkaulnieku sugas - spilgtoj
purvuspre un skrajmezumgliemezi.

Foto: D.Drazdovskis

Aklais purvs

Dabas liegums Aliljeb Jigu purva aizsardbkai ir dibirats 1999.
gadi un aptver daidus biotopus, kurus @hots paidit isfilma -
augsto purvu ar parasto kasandru, distrofos ezgusainos
mezZus, 2lu un p@rejas purvus un vakus dabisko meZu
biotopus. Pateicoties zemajam ied#aju blivumam apkrtéjas
teritorijas un teritorijas aidrtibai no lieliem apdxotajiem
centriem, Aklajg puna saglaljusas daudzas neskartas un
cilveka maz ietekm®tas purva teritorijas,idz ar to viena no
filmas €mam bis cilveka darlibas ietkeme uz purvu biotopiem.
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Ta ka lieguma teritorij sastopamas daudzas ES Putnu divekt sugas ¢ melnkakla
gargale, §jas zoss, zivj&rglis, jurasérglis, mednis, mezirbe) un vakas aizsargjamo augu
sugas - fuksa dzeguZpiritst un spilvainais arniis — filma planots ietvert ar floras un faunas
atainojumu.

Foto: D.Drazdovskis

Aizkraukles purvi un mezi

Isfilma par Aizkraukles purviem un
meZiem uzsvaru planots likt uz lielo
un meza augSanas apstaklu tipu
daudzveidibu, kas ietvers purva salu
atainojumu ar  daZadajiem meza
- garsu, veri, dumbraju, purva salas (ar
koku meziem - liepu garSu un oSu
audzém uz tam), dazado meza tipu
mozaiku un vecas mezaudzes, kas ir
majvieta daudzam bezmugurkaulnieku
un retam putnu sugam.

purvu

tipiem
lapu

sugam

Foto: D.Drazdovskis

Melna ezera purvs

Isfilma par Melna ezera purva dabas liegumu planots pievérsties divam galvenajam témam — purvu
susinaSanas negativajai ietekmei, ko vizualizé Melnd ezera tuvuma esoSie kiadras lauki, ka art
purvalnals mezs un purvu nozimei putnu dzivé. Melna ezera purva teritorija ir |oti nozimiga putniem,
taja konstatétas 13 aizsargajamas putnu sugas.
Lidz ar to filma ornitologu komentari par purvu
nozimi putnu ligzdoSanai un migracijai tiks
kombinéti ar putnu atainojumu, uzsvaru liekot uz
lieguma nozimigakajam sugam - purva tilbiti, Gpi,
ormantiti, gugatni, ziemelu gulbi un lielo dumpi. Ar
ilustrativiem kadriem planots paradit arf putnu
migréSanas laiku, kad purva atpiSas sé&jas un
baltpieres zosis.

Foto: .Dradvskis
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Publicity of the project

Title of the

Date L Title Photos Summary Audience
edition
Latvijas o : .
11/05/10 Vestnesis Pazinojums o Invitation to A|zkr_auke er_e and F(_)rest_s Management plan 1'150
informative meeting (i)**
Latvijas o : .
14/05/10 Vestnesis Pazinojums 0 Invitation to A|zkra_uke ere and Fo_rests_ Management plan 1'150
informative meeting (i)
Latvijas o : .
14/05/10 Vestnesis Pazinojums 0 Invitation to A|zkrguke erg and Forestg Management plan 1'150
informative meeting (i)
Latvijas o : .
19/05/10 Vestnesis Pazinojums 0 Invitation to A|zkrauke M|r§ and Forests Management plan 1'150
informative meeting (i)
. Lettische Biologen . - N .
01/07/10 Che_mjaur bei Hochmoor- 1 Latvians visiting LIFE prejgct Rosenhe_|mer No information
Zeitung . Stammbeckenmoore” in Germany (i)
renaturierung
After discussions with the plant and habitat expert Uvis Susko
Plano paaugstinat journalist Indulis Burka writes an article about the project in the
07/08/10 Staburags purvu udenslimeni 1 newspaper “Staburags” - about nature management plan and 6'500
(Indulis Burka) planned actions in Aizkraukle Mire and Forests and in Aklais
Mire (v)
. After first Steering Group meeting for Aklais Mire Nature
Purva ir dabas Management Plan |.Burka writes about nature values found in
26/10/10 Staburags vertibas (Indulis 1 9 ‘ 6'500

Burka)

the site during experts' expeditions and planned management
actions in the mire (v)

4* - number of photos

** (i) — short paper or news
(v) — medium long paper
(g) — long paper




TV, Radio

Summary

Date Radio/TV channel Broadcast Length
Live interview with project manager Mara Pakalne and
invertebrate expert working for Nature Management plans
29/06/10 LR1 “Zinamais nezinamaja” Voldemars Spungis about nature values in bogs in Latvia, 10
comparing with bogs in other counties. Project is presented to
the public.
Internet portals and news agencies
Internet portal or news
Date agency Title Summary Photos
01/05/10 www.ldf.lv AKlais purvs Summary about Nature management plan for Aklais Mire 0
01/05/10 www.ldf.lv Rozu purvs Summary about Nature management plan for Rozu Mire 0
01/05/10 www.Idf Iv Melna ezera purvs Summary about Nature management plan for Melnais 0
Lake Mire
01/05/10 www.ldf.lv Aizkraukles purvs un mezi Summary about Natur_e management plan for Aizkraukle 0
Mire and Forests
01/05/10 www.elmmedia.lv Purva noslepumi Summary about prOJeczi:ligér:te film what will be made 4
Uzsakts darbs pie cetriem dabas Information about four Nature Management plans what will
20/05/10 www.ldf.lv aizsardzibas planiem purvu be carried out by Latvian Fund for Nature and informative 1
teritorijas meetings for them.
Plano paauastinat purvu After discussions with the plant and habitat expert Uvis
30/07/10 www.staburags.lv baaug P Susko journalist Indulis Burka writes an article about the 1

udenslimeni (Indulis Burka)

project in the newspaper “Staburags” - about nature
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management plan and planned actions in Aizkraukle Mire
and Forests and in Aklais Mire

After an expedition with bog experts EIm Media who is
preparing film for the project writes an article about people

18/08/10 www.elmmedia.lv Purva ekspedicija (Davis) living next to the mires and experts studying bog nature
values.
Pabeigta teritoriju izpete cetros . o o
15/09/10 www IdfIv dabas liegumos (Valda Baronina) Summary about animal, plan_t and.habltat inventarization
on the project sites.
Dabas lieguma “Rozu purvs” dabas
aizsardzibas plana izstrades | I : . .
15/09/10 www Idf Iv uzraudzibas grupas sanaksme InV|tat|Qn to attend First Steering Group Meeting for Rozu
X Mire Nature Reserve Nature Management Plan.
(G.Freimane)
Dabas liequmos notiks pirmas Invitation to attend First Steering Group Meeting for
02/10/10 www.ldf.lv €9 P Aizkraukle Mire and Forests, Melnais Lake Mire and
uzraudzibas grupas sanaksmes o
Aklais Mire Nature Management Plan.
After first Steering Group meeting for Aklais Mire Nature
18/10/10 www.staburags.lv Purva pasleptas dabas vertibas Management Plan I.Burka writes about nature values

found in the site during experts' expeditions and planned
management actions in the mire.
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6.11. Detailed information about Study tours and seminar

From June 6-18, 2010 the team of the EC LIFE ptdjeestoration of Raised Bog Habitats

in the Especially Protected Nature Areas of Latwi@ited the peatlands in Germany (Lower

Saxony and Bavaria) where the restoration of rasegs was carried out in the frame of the
EC financed LIFE projects. Several decades agoedaisogs were more widespread

in Germany. Due to the increase of industrial gadtaction, most of the bogs were damaged
or destroyed.

In the Institute Botany and Landscape Ecology tati (Institut fir Botanik und
Landschaftsékologie) Greifswald University (Ernstiiiz-Arndt-Universitat Greifswald), in
the laboratory of Botanical Garden differ&ghagnunspecies and several other mire plants,
like Drosera rotundifoliaare grown to observe the possible cultivationhe field. Small
pieces ofSphagnunare planted on the floating mattresses.

Specific conditions are maintained in the labonatoartificial lighting is activated
when necessary, species are moistened by rain,veaitgrsuitable temperature is maintained.
Sphagnumspecies are grown also outside the laboratory then pilot areas that were
previously cut for peat but presently are floodedtdields.

Growth conditions in the field there are very diffiet —Sphagnunspecies are affected by
nitrate pollution, environmental conditions are astconstant as in the laboratory. The studies
in the laboratory and in the field are carried oyt Anja Prager and Franziska Gabhlert
supervised by Prof. Hans Joosten from the Grei$wiliversity. The researchers have found
out that theSphagnungreen mass can be used in gardening as effectgepeat and think
that in the future it will be possible to gro8phagnummoss on floating mattresses in the
harvested peatlands. These studies are financpddiycutting industry.

In Lower Saxony, in Wiefelstede, Stapeler Moor tireject team under the guidance of
Heinrich Belting and local experts were taken to pleat fields where the bog restoration was
started nearly a decade ago. The German colledgesraised water level in milled fields
by flooding one part after another.

To see the how the bog restoration is going onatara trail and bird watching tower was
built. This milled area is surrounded by naturased bog vegetation which is included in a
protected nature area. This territory can servesessl “bank” from which the plants can
occupy the harvested bogs. The project team alstiedi Leegmoor in Aurich and
Moorerlebnispfad Esterwegen near Osterbrook.

The next day Friedhelm Niemeyer guided the prdgam through Diepholzer Moorschnucke
bog near Rehden. In order to maintain an open gehthrea and to prevent fradholinia
grass, grazing by sheep was introduced.

Suzanne Belting in GroRen Torfmoores near Libbéeseleaded the bog restoration during
LIFE project "Regeneration des Grol3en Torfmoor8sie guided to the restored areas of the
raised bog along the boardwalk to tell about thg bestoration carried out in the LIFE
project.

To get to know the Bavarian peatlands the projeamt went along with the LIFE project
"Rosenheimer Stammbeckenmoore"” leaded by Ralf ®asber and tractor operator who
have built the dams in the project site to restbeebog hydrology and habitats. To show the



bog values near the Bad Feilnbach in SterntaleeRal board walk was built there. With the
help of young volunteers from all over Europe, atlfoidge, entertainment area for children
was built, as well as the trail and the bird watghsite was adapted for people with special
needs. Together with Ralf Strohwasser the projeamt visited also Kollerfilze near to
Nicklheim.

Daniel Kufner works on the project "Biotopverburaiined at reconciling the two sanctuaries
near Eggstatt with “eco-tunel” so plants and aniiedm one site to other can move. One of
the sites was visited by the project team. BurghaRilke Nature Reserve is a glacial lake
system with various mire habitats near the lakekthe lower areas. Peat extraction has never
been carried out there. Although it is a naturemes there is a dense road network that is
used for recreation. The glacial lakes are usediamming.

From the Latvian LIFE project in the study tour tpapated: the project manager Mara
Pakalne, field manager Gunars Balodis, projectstasdi Aivars Slisans and public awareness
coordinator Daiga Brakmane.

During the Study tour to Germany there were mangtmgs with the managers of LIFE and
representatives of LIFE projects as well peoplenftocal authorities who introduced with
their experience and methods of raised bog restorat
- The project team got to know how the damaged by @é#ing raised bogs can be
restored with the help of LIFE Programme.
- There were interesting examples in building natrais, bird hides and bird watching
towers for disabled persons.
- The project staff got to know how about the varimethods of peat extraction in the
peat has been cut bogs have been were extracteghidy— showing the history and
tools.

Study tour to the LIFE project sites in Wales

From September®ito 7™ 2010 the LIFE project team “Restoration of Raised Biabitats in
the Especially Protected Nature Areas of Latviatemen study tour in Wales to get to know
the experience of EC LIFE project “Anglesey andynleFens - Restoring Alkaline and
Calcareous Fens within the Corsydd Mon a Llyn (Asgly & lleyn Fens) Special Areas of
Conservation in Wales” and “Restoring Active BlaniBog in the Berwyn and Migneint
Special Areas of Conservation in Wales”

Dr. Joan Daniels from “Natural England” introdudéeé project team with Fenn's, Whixall &
Bettisfield Mosses and management actions carmugdhere. This is one of the three largest
bogs in the British Isles. The bog has been partddmaged by peat extraction or has
overgrown with Sitca spruce. Peat extraction wapmtd about 20 years ago and at present
the dams are built on the ditches to raise the weatel in the bog. Sitca Spruce was planted
in the mire and therefore has to be removed. Alsatare trail was set up in the site.

Mr. Les Colley who works for Countryside Council f&/ales guided the LIFE project team
to the sites of the EC LIFE project “Anglesey ani@yin Fens - Restoring Alkaline and
Calcareous Fens within the Corsydd Mon a Llyn (Asgly & lleyn Fens) Special Areas of
Conservation in Wales” and introduced with theaestion work carried out in Anglessey and
Llyn fens. The management in the site is carriedvath ponies that graze dviolinia grass,
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the grass is also mown or burned. To restore tlieohggical regime in the site, dams and
sluices were built, impact from other territorieasweduced by buying the land surrounding
the fens.

The EC LIFE project manager Mike Morris and hismeworking for the LIFE project
“Restoring Active Blanket Bog in the Berwyn and Méeint Special Areas of Conservation in
Wales” showed the project sites around Lake Vyriawg blanket bogs where bog restoration
has been carried out since 2007. The area neanReam also visited where excavator was
currently building dams on the drainage ditchetcaSSpruce plantation was there before. In
total, the Welsh blanket bog LIFE project has bailout 10'000 dams. Blanket bogs are being
grazed by sheep, cows and ponies, as well as da&isrmown to provide traditional mire
management. To show blanket bogs to students dmeat oiterested parties the project team
has guided the excursions to the blanket bogsuerakhundread persons by car.

In the study tour trip all the project team papated: Project manager Mara Pakalne, project
assistant Aivars Slisans, field manager Gunars daland Public awareness coordinator
Daiga Brakmane.

From September™7to 9", 2010 the Project manager Mara Pakalne and assistaars
Slis&ans participated in Aberystwyth and Corsa Fochnoisamwhich was dedicated to the
Welsh raised bog protection and management. Wogksves organized by the specialists
from Countryside Council for Wales. It included bgiresentation and field visits to raised
bog where with the discussions on wetland manageraad hydrological observation
methodology were continued.

Field Symposium of the International Mire Conservaton Group in Slovakia and Poland

From July 5-17 in Slovakia and Poland the field $gsium and the conference of the
International Mire Conservation GrougWw.imcg.con) was held where the project manager
Mara Pakalne participated. There were over 40 @pants from 18 countries, including
European countries - Ireland, France, SwitzerlaBdymany, Poland, The Netherlands,
Estonia, Latvia, Ireland, France, Switzerland, Gamn Poland, The Netherlands, Estonia and
Latvia as well as Canada, South Africa, New Zeakamdl Malaysia.

The field symposium included visits to more than rBles in Slovakia and Poland that

comprise spring mires, transitional mires and bagsyell as wet meadows. Field discussions
were devoted to mire conservation and managemetftigms. The sites include rare and

protected plant and animal species. Special atientias paid to fens and spring mires - the
habitat that is protected both in European countigd in Latvia.

The Mociar Nature Reserve is located in Slovaki@omprises peculiar spring mires and is
located at the foothills of Tatra Mountains. Theaaof the Nature reserve is only 6.75 ha but
many rare mire species and habitats are recordleel, Schoenus ferrugineus, Blysmus
compressus, Carex davalliana, C. hostiana, Dachjita incarnata, Gymnadenia densiflora,
Tofieldia calyculata, Trichophorum pumilum, Clachumariscus, Triglochin maritima,
Primula farinosa, Pinguicula vulgaris, Drepanoclaioossonii, Bryum pseudotriquetramnd
Campylium stelltum.
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Tufa formation was observed near springs. Althotlgh site includes especially protected
mire habitats in Europe, in this site the hydrotadjiregime has been changed due to human
activities as well as the site has been polluted.

In Slovakia especially protected mire habitats aet grasslands occur in the Belianski
meadows, wherd’edicularis sceptrum-carolinurand Swertia perennioccur. The Pos
Nature Reserve is located at the foothills of Tdauntains and includes fen and transitional
mire vegetation with Eriophorum angustifolium Comarum palustre, Carex limosa,
Menyanthes trifoliataand Sphagnunspecies, lik&Sphagnum subsecundum, S. centanléS.
platyphyllum.

In Poland a great number of mires have been infleegrby human activities, but still mires in
a natural status occur in the Rospuda River vallegns and transition mires with rare plant
speciesLiparis loeselij Saxifraga hirculusHamatocaulis vernicosuare known there. The
mires in Rospuda River valley were endangered gy gbvernment decision to build a
highway that would cross the valley. In this cafee whole mire ecosystem would be
destroyed. Thanks to the active response of themeomty and the interference of the
European Commission that insisted on the needeEttvironment Impact Assessment for
the site, building of the highway was stoppedalldwed maintain this unique mire ecosystem
with fen and transition mire habitats.
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